Welcome to Child Care
Mrs. Donaldson 

Room 236

Course Description:

This course is designed to help students acquire knowledge and skills essential to the care and guidance of children (as a caregiver or a parent).  Students will develop good caregiver and parenting skills by studying the physical, social, intellectual, and emotional development of children from birth to school age. “Hands-on” experiences will come from being “parents” (taking care of the Real Care Baby). By the end of the course students will be able to choose safe and age-appropriate toys, prevent injuries, guide children in learning and behavior, and know a variety of discipline techniques. 

Big ideas and some essential questions

Big Idea


*Children grow and learn in understandable observable patterns that can be recognized and optimized through consistent and stable family and community environments.  

Essential Questions:

  How can environments be made safe for young children? 
  How can families be involved in their child’s education? 
  Why do all the areas of growth and development happen at different rates? 
  How can activities beyond reading the actual book enhance the learning experience? 
  How do children benefit from family involvement in their education? 
  How do young children learn simple safety practices? 
  How does one read a picture book to children? 
  How do children learn behavior patterns? 
  How do positive and or negative environments affect a child’s emotional and social well being? 
  What are ways to protect children from accidents, injuries, diseases and illnesses? 
  How can a positive attitude towards reading be developed? 
  What are developmentally appropriate practices? 
  What influence do theories have on child care and early education techniques? 
  What techniques can a reader or storyteller employ to stimulate interest in reading? 
  Which developmental needs can reading to children fulfill? 
  What is a theory? 
  What makes a stimulating learning environment for children? 
  What practices can a caregiver utilize to ensure that a child is stimulated for learning? 
  What is brain development? 
  What is the difference between discipline and punishment? 
  What are some current health and safety issues in the United States that effect infants, children, and teenagers? 
  What environmental situations prior to birth can affect child development? 
Course Outline:

1.  Parent/Caregiver Roles and Responsibilities

2.  First year of life – Birth to age 1


A. Physical growth and development


B.  Motor skills


C.  Language and memory


D. Emotional development


E.  Emotions


F.  Social development


G.  Reading to infants

3. First year of life and beyond


A. Birth defects

B. Health and safety


C.  Developing brain

D. Child development theories

E.  Guidance

4.  Helping Children to Learn


A.  Intellectual development


B.  Teaching children


C.  Importance of reading


D.  Toys

5.  Meeting Emotional Needs of Children


A.  Emotional responses


B.  Self-esteem

6.  Helping Children Relate to Others


A.  Social development


B.  Socialization

7.  Meeting Physical Needs of Children


A.  Growth patterns


B.  Nutrition


C.  Motor skills

Child development

Grading Policy

1 All students will be completing a bell ringer assignment every day.  Students will need to read the board for instructions on how to complete the assignment and what to do with the assignment once finished.  Some assignments will be graded.  Others will be used for a review or discussion.  

2* All students will be completing sketchnotes assignments.  Sketchnotes assignments are worth 10 – 20 points.  

3 *All students will complete about 20 scrapbook pages.  Scrapbook pages are worth 10 - 30 points.

4 *All students will be a “parent”.  This assignment counts as a project grade and is worth 185 points.  This is the Real Care Baby Project.  There may be an alternative assignment for the project because of the current situation and guidelines.  
5 *Occasional homework will be given.  Homework assignments are worth 10 to 20 points based on the type of homework.

6 *Quizzes and tests will be given.  Quizzes are worth 5 to 10 points.  Tests are worth 20 to 100 points.

7 *Grades will be determined by averaging all points together in each part of your whole grade at the end of each making period. Labs, being a “parent”, scrapbook pages and other projects are 45%. Tests and group work are 15%.  Homework and bell ringer assignments are 10 %. Writing Prompts and sketchnotes are 10%.  Participation, quizzes, and classwork are 20%.
Virtual Monday Days

On Monday virtual days, there will be Google Meet classes.  The schedule follows:

Intro 10:07 – 10:27

Wrap-up 10:37 - 10:47

Students are expected to attend the virtual classes.  Attendance will be taken.  During the intro class, the topic of the lesson will be introduced and an assignment will be given.  During the wrap-up class, the assignment will be discussed and the class will close with a ticket out the door.  

At Home School Work Day 

On the school days you are at home and not in the school building, you will find your lessons on Schoology.  You are expected to log onto Schoology to view and complete the lessons.  Attendance will be taken.  

Making up work

*All work missed for the day of your absence will need to be made up within 6 days after your absence.  It is your responsibility to check the folder on Schoology for information about the lesson you missed and any work you need to complete.  Any quizzes or tests can be made up during I.L., before school, and after school.   If 6 days go by and you have not made up the missing work, you will receive a “zero” for the assignment(s). 

Late Work

* For everyday work is late, 2 points will be taken off.  After 6 days, the work will no longer be accepted and you will receive a “zero” for it.  

Opening and Closing Procedures for classroom instruction
*When entering the room, get out your notebook, sit in your assign seat, read the board for the bell ringer assignment and begin to work.  
*At the end of class, we will take 2 to 4 minutes to dispose of trash, put materials away, place desks back in proper place and get organized to leave the class.  You will be required to stay at your seat until the bell rings.  
